
From The President
Ron Cartlidge

This is a great day in Austin, Texas!  It's in the seventies
today and you couldn't ask for a more picture perfect day.
I'm also President of the greatest magic club in world.
What else could you ask for?  During the last year and one
month, I've heard the question, why belong to a magic club?
I'm going to tell you why.....

Magicians need to support their  ar t form!   As a teacher, I
was a member of the Texas State Teachers Association and
as a magician, it should be no different.  Members of a
magic club ban together to exchange ideas and improve
their techniques and presentations of magic.

Affiliations with a national organization are important.
By belonging to Assembly 206, you are also affiliated with
the Society of American Magicians.  The SAM is many
things to many people.  You receive a first class magazine
(note page 45 in this month's issue), are invited to a national
convention, and are part of a group of thousands.

Group networking.  Do you want to be a loner or with a
group that has similar interests (MAGIC).  If you have a
business, where better to get support than from your fellow
magicians.  If you are a pro magician, where better to get
help or people to attend your shows that members of the
magic club.

Instruction in Magic.   I would think that after 13 months
of programs that border on magnificent, everyone would
want to be a member of Assembly 206.  The quality of the

programs have been outstanding and have been presented to the membership by outstanding
magicians.

Community Involvement.   If you looked over page 45 in your recent MUM, you saw a very
good community involvement project by Assembly 206.  There are also the retirement home
shows that are planned, the fall show benefit for the Paramount Theater, and numerous other
activities for the youth of Austin.
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Communication in Magic.   Yes, you could subscribe to Genii, Magic, MUM, Linking Ring,
and other magic magazines for hundreds of dollars to get your information on upcoming events
or you could pay $12 a year and attend meetings and get the best club newsletter going, SAM
Sala Bim, and you find out the local magic news too!

Lectures are provided by your  magic club for  you!   Tell me, where else could you see a free
lecture of the type Cody Fisher presented?  How about two magicians for the price of one when
Losander & Ezell come to town next month!  And, remember John Calvert, the great old man
of magic, last summer?

Unity of a brotherhood of magicians.  This organization should or ought to be a true
brotherhood providing support for each other.  I know I do my part, do you?  Why else would I
go to see Chris Walden in a play in Round Rock, Peter the Adequate's final performance in
Austin, John Maverick unbirthday, & David Luther in Georgetown?

Best magicians on ear th are or  were members of a magic club.   All you have to do is to look
at some of your Past Presidents of the Society of American Magicians.  There was Houdini,
Thurston, Teale, and Hardeen to name a few.  Peter the Adequate, Cody Fisher, Kent
Cummins, C. J. Johnson, Michael Ammar, Rolando Medina are all members of Assembly 206.

If you haven't noticed by now, the first letter of every beginning sentence spells out Magic
Club.  Why was there an increase from 32 to 69 members in 2004 and why have we already
signed up eight new members in December and January?  There must be a reason!

It's a magic club!!!!

From the Editor
Chris Walden

The newsletter is late again.  I apologize.  A combination
of factors were at work here.  First, was the loss of Fred
Donaldson.  I admit that I spent a couple of days after
then news not doing anything I wasn't compelled to do.
At that time, the newsletter just didn't seem important.
Fred  was a very patient friend who always encouraged
me and often enlightened me.  I miss him terribly.

The next part of my adventure was the loss of my Internet
connection.  I rely on the Internet for various things to put
the newsletter together, especially at the final publishing
stages.  I was unable to get a technician until Friday, because of schedule conflicts.  I would
need to try to do some of the work from my office.

Then came the final spoke in my wheel of pain:  I was given two executive-level emergencies
to deal with which completely monopolized my time for days.  It was virtually impossible to do
anything useful on the newsletter from my office.

So, finally I have my Internet back and I am able to get the work completed.  Thanks for
everyone's patience.



January Minutes
Roger Gorss

Monday, 17 Jan, 2004, 7:00, An Night With Cody Fischer

A short officers meeting was held at 6:30 p.m. in the Omni Lobby. All officers were in
attendance.

Topics discussed were the possible change of location for the Fall Auction to 1st Baptist
Church. The next Assembly meeting will be on 28 February. The 2005 Joint SAM-IBM
Calendar of events was handed out. Special thanks went to Doc Seaton and J.D. Stewart for
creating the calendar.

President Ron Cartlidge called the meeting to order. SGT at Arms Hull Youngblood introduced
new members: Paul Mims, Doug Gorman, Jim Dunn, Rick Lewis, Frank White, Smarty Pants
and Joe Weissman.

Member Ray Brown will be performing at the World Magic Seminar in Las Vegas.  John
Maverick announced his Dead Sullivan Show on 28 January, at the Elysium. 

Doc Seaton took over the evening’s program.
Introducing: “An Evening with Cody Fischer”  

All the seats were full, as the year kicked off. Cody was
comfortable and full of energy in front of his home
crowd. A classic award winning Card to Wallet with J.D.
Stewart assisting got the evening off with a bang.

Comically imitating the performance styles of notable
magicians, Cody’s rendition of Twisting Dai Vernon left
everyone laughing.

Twinkle Twinkle, a standard trick for Cody,
used new member Joe Weissman. Joe feigned
being an eight year old child for the nice
sponge star routine.

Since the evening was a lecture, based on
Cody’s recent tour to England, he took the
time to explain, in detail each of the effects.

We next saw Cody perform a startling card production.
Two cards were in essence tossed from the deck and
revealed. The third, a signed card was produced from
inside the card box itself.



Cody’s unique presentations for Copper Silver Brass and
Pen through Anything breathed new life into these
powerful effects. 

Killing Time, a card effect
using no sleight of hand,
ended by producing four
cards. It should be a
mainstay in every person’s
card repertoire.

The evening ended with a variation on Larry Jennings Open
Travelers titled Las Vegas Aces, a nice presentation of Doctor
Daley’s Last Trick, a Matrix with poker chips and in closing, a
comic presentation titled Invisibility with the Invisible Deck. 

Membership Committee Update:
Hull Youngblood

I have asked our illustrious newsletter editor to begin dedicating a little space each month to the
activities of the membership committee, and luckily he has agreed. (Thanks Chris – especially
for all your effort to provide us with such a great monthly connection for the members of SAM
206).

In this first update I wanted to outline a few of the things that the membership committee will
be focusing upon, and what you can do to help. I will ask other members of the membership
committee to provide updates in later issues.

1. Pictorial Directory – The directory will include everyone who is current in the payment of
their national dues, and who has also paid their 2005 local dues of $12.00.  The directory is
now scheduled to be delivered to members at the February meeting. That will permit
everyone to pay their local SAM 206 dues in January.  Also, look over the draft of the
directory while at the January meeting and make sure all your personal information is
correct.

2. Welcome Visitors – Visitors will be given a nametag that says “VISITOR”. When you see
one, stop and introduce yourself, and welcome them to our meeting. We will try to assign
each visitor to an active member so the visitor will have someone to show them around and
provide introductions to other members.

3. Help New Members – The Committee wants to keep in touch with new members, make sure
that they get invited to meetings, get the opportunity to be involved in the club, and perform
if they want to. If you would like to help with that process, just let me know.

4. Membership Book – In addition to the traditional pin and certificate, the committee is
working on a membership book that will include, among other things: the by-laws of SAM



206 and SAM National, SAM Code of Ethics, lists of national and local officers, and lists of
SAM 206 committees, activities and opportunities to perform and participate. We are also
planning a couple of orientation sessions for new members just before our monthly meetings.

5. Maintain the Roster - We will keep a roster of current members.  Insuring that contact
information for everyone is current is a time consuming and complicated process, so we
need your patience as we try to put a system in place that will meet these goals.

6. New Member Process – The committee is streamling the process of becoming a new
member in SAM 206. To start, bring everyone interested in being a member to Mark
Thompson or me at a meeting. We will have membership applications available and will
help in getting them filled out, and get all the other paperwork completed.

There are a few other projects (like New Members Night) that the Membership Committee will
pursue, but you get the gist of our efforts for 2005. We need help with these projects, so if you
would like to join the membership committee contact:

Hull Youngblood – hull@ylaw.com
Doc Seaton - sseaton2@austin.rr.com 
Ron Cartlidge – texashoudini@msn.com

The Way I See It
D. Hull Youngblood, Jr.

I  Remember I t Well… Sort of.

I’m not exactly sure of the year. I had recently started doing magic shows for money and I was
a regular at the Ring 18 meetings in San Antonio.  I was 14, or maybe 13. I remember clearly
that my father had taken me to the TAOM Convention.  It could have been in San Antonio, or
it could have been in Houston, and it was somewhere about 40 years ago, but I just don’ t
remember the exact year. 

The reason I remember the whole event so well is the fact that it was at that convention that I
saw real professional magicians for the first time.  Jean DeJean (I apologize for any spelling
error) was a larger than life illusionist who was debuting his newest effect - “The Dismembered
Midriff” .  I will never forget it. The dramatic music was swelling. The spotlight was shining on
the stage, where an assistant was holding a mirror.  The spotlight bounced off the mirror and a
focused white beam was thrown to the back of the room, and in walked Jean. He was wearing a
tuxedo with a heavy golden glove on his left hand (20 years before Michael Jackson tried the
glove thing). That in itself was memorable enough. But Jean’s hand was clenched in a fist, and
held high like a victorious ancient Caesar surveying his kingdom as he swaggered down that
aisle in the reflected spotlight. And perched on that fist, was an eagle; an absolutely captivating,
fully-grown, live eagle. Yes, an eagle, that seemed to spread and flap his gargantuan, wings
about every 10 feet of Jean’s march toward the stage. I was sitting on the aisle on the right side
of the room. He walked right by me. One on the stage, Jean put the eagle on a stand and the
bird was wheeled off never to be seen again in the performance. Jean got a standing ovation
just for his entrance.  And he deserved it. I was 13 or 14 and I remember it with astonishing
clarity.



Then there was the Dealers Room. The first Dealers Room that I remember. I have written
before about the mesmerizing effect that a Dealers Room has on me. Well, it started about 40
years ago, when my father took me to my first Dealers Room and bought me a few things. Until
that point in time the only magic store I had ever been to was the Elbee Magic Company in San
Antonio. Leo Burke was the owner, and he really taught me a lot. He had a nickname for me.
He called me “Ace” .  20 years later I leaned that if Leo didn’ t know your name, he called you
“Ace”.  There were 50 to 100 kids out there that he called “Ace” .  He sold me my first Color-
Vision (the blue plastic box with the multicolored wooden cube), my first Rubber banded
Matchbox, and my first ball and vase.  Elbee Magic Company was a tumbled and jumbled
looking place with miscellaneous stuff stacked everywhere. Mr. Dust was a permanent tenant. 

But when I walked into my first authentic Dealers Room, it was an entirely new experience.
Bright, clean, busy, inviting, and stacked with more paraphernalia then I thought existed in the
universe. It was overwhelming, astounding and exhilarating, but also intimidating for a kid,
whose only magic buying experience was being across a cramped dusty countertop from
wonderful baldheaded Leo Burke with his glasses hanging around his neck on a piece of frayed
cotton twine taped to the two earpieces of his thick black framed glasses.

I remember some of the effects that my father bought me in that Dealers Room. We watched a
French magician demonstrate a deck of cards that were all 6 of clubs (printed in a French style)
but each card had an extra pip in a regularly clear corner. The extra pip on each of the 52 cards
was different. So if you fanned the deck properly, it looked like a deck of 52 different cards
that were all really a 6 of clubs.  (I actually found that deck of cards about three weeks ago. A
true treasure.) Then there were the tying/untying handkerchiefs that my father and I saw
performed in one of the stage acts. My father bought them for me, and I remember learning the
moves, but somewhere in the last 40 years I have lost the silk handkerchiefs. I also remember
watching an older fellow at a stage show, with a volunteer in a chair across from him. He did a
hilarious routine with balls made out of paper that seemed to fly over the head of the volunteer
without him knowing it.  I have always wanted to learn that routine.

There were some other things that my father bought for me at that convention, but I will discuss
those some other time. One of the reasons that my father took me to conventions was the fact
that he was a sucker for magic tricks. He loved them. He would suspend belief in a heartbeat if
a magic trick was involved. He was the perfect audience, and the perfect customer (from the
viewpoint of the Dealers).  There is no doubt that my appreciation for magic, and the sheer
enjoyment of the art is a genetic trait from my Dad. He was a salesman at heart and he loved
the pitch, patter and “con”  that was being displayed to make the effect work. While I remember
buying the tying/untying handkerchiefs with my dad, I wish he and I had known at the time that
we bought them from Slydini himself. I just remember an old fellow showing my father and me
how to do the key move. My dad and I went up to our hotel room, and I remember spending
hours that night (I am sure it was probably not more than 30 minutes) performing that effect for
my father over and over.  I thought I was incredible.  Maybe the reason I felt so professional
was that I had gotten a personal lesson from Slydini. Of course, I did not know that for 30
years.

When I first walked into the 2004 TAOM Dealers Room this past Labor Day, believe it or not,
the first trick I saw being demonstrated was the tying/untying Slydini handkerchiefs. I stopped,
watched the dealer, and of course bought them. They were terribly overpriced, but I bought
them.  I just stood there by that display table, playing with them for a while; tying them and



having them mysteriously untie themselves. Even the dealer was surprised that I could do those
moves with no instruction from him at all. I may never perform those magic handkerchiefs in
public, but I have them, along with the worn and slightly yellowed French deck of cards. 

I owe thanks to a lot of people for helping me along the way in my magical life. Claude Crowe
in San Antonio taught me a lot more than he realizes during my years in Ring 18.  My Father,
and several others deserve thanks as well, but I will write about them another time. For now, let
me simply say a belated thank you to Leo Burke, Claude Crowe, my father, and of course that
old guy - Slydini.   

Historical Trivia From The Vault of Ron Cartlidge
Ron Cartlidge

Hopefully a lot of you have already read my book on Houdini and know that Houdini appeared
in Austin in 1916 and 1923.  However, I bet you didn't know that two other famous names
visited Austin early in 1920.  I am doing research on either Texas or Austin magicians and from
my vault I've dug up the following information.  A world class mentalist visited Austin in
January 1920.  Got any ideas to the name.  I can tell you this, she was a female.

She appeared on the bill of the Majestic Theater which was a big-time interstate vaudeville
theater during those days.  She presented two performances, one a matinee at 3:00 p.m. and the
other at 8:15 p.m.  Everyone marveled over this woman's wonders and her powers of mind
reading.  She was the headliner on this bill that featured other vaudeville acts.  Houdini knew
her well.  Can you guess her name?

The other performer was a male and appeared on the vaudeville bill in March.  His show was
also at the Majestic Theater, but he was probably only the third biggest name on the bill.  He
could not only do magic tricks, but also performed tricks with his body.  A hit movie was
recently released that bore his name.  He is said to have taught Houdini how to do a trick or
two.  He lived a long life, passing away in the late fifties or early sixties.  Can you guess his
name?

See answers on page 10.
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News

Magic Around Austin

February 2004
SAM Assembly 206 Meeting.  Topic:  Favor ite Tr icks

x Monday, February 28, 7:00 PM, at Omni Southpark Hotel
x For information see articles in this newsletter and the website:

http://www.austinmagic.org/sam/news.html
John Maver ick's Unbir thday Party

x Saturday, February 19, 9:30 PM at Elysium, 705 Red River  
x For information, contact John Maverick.
SYM Assembly 206 Meeting

x Wednesday, February 16, 7:00 PM, Gattitown, Oak Hill

If you would like your event included , please email it to cmwalden@mythmade.com.

Jeff Ezell and Ted Losander to Appear in Austin on March 20th

Jeff Ezell and Ted Losander will perform their two-for-the-price of one magic lecture  at the
Alligator Grill on South Lamar during March.   The ten dollar entry fee is a small price to pay
for just one magic, but you get two at this lecture.   Ezell will be coming to Austin from
Michigan and Losander comes from Germany by way of Las Vegas.   Ezell will show us some
of his close-up magic while Losander is famous for floating objects both big and small, light
and heavy.  The lecture will begin at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 20th and magicians are asked to
come early and enjoy lunch at the Alligator Grill.   Ezell & Losander will be touring several
Texas cities during their tour. 

Assembly 206 Members To Attend World Magic Seminar
One of the best conventions going is the World Magic Seminar in Las Vegas.  It begins on a
Sunday and ends on a Wednesday.  Using this format, prices are kept to a minimum.  This
year's convention will be held at the Orleans Hotel & Casino which is off the strip.  A crowd of
1,000 magicians is expected for this year's convention.  Known attendees from Assembly 206
are:  Bob Carroll, Brad Henderson, Doc Seaton, Ron Cartlidge, Amazing Ray, Ramon Galindo,
Ray Anderson, and Dick Todd.  The Amazing Ray is entering the Junior Stage competition and
will perform on Wednesday.  We wish Ray all the luck in the world.  Most professional

y  Page 8 z
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working magicians attend this convention and you will rub shoulders with the likes of
Siegfried, Lance Burton, Eugene Burger, Max Maven, Ayala, Jeff McBride, Gary Darwin,
Marvyn Roy, Carl Ballentine, Ice McDonald, Penn & Teller, and countless others.

Revised Applications are now available for the 2005 Competition.
The, revised, updated, new and improved Applications for the 2005 Magic Competition are
now available. Here is a link that will take you to a PDF file of the Application and the Rules
that you can print out.
http://www.austinmagic.org/sam/sam/SAM_206_Contest_Application.pdf  

Hull Youngblood is Chairman of the Competition this year, while Doc Seaton has ascended to
the role of “Perpetual Chairman Emeritus”  of the Competition.  They have begun preparing for
the 2005 Competition and it is expected to be another sell out, with more seating, more air
conditioning, better lighting, better video of close-up performers, and (believe it or not) more
fun than last year.  As you can imagine, a project of this size takes a lot of work. So, if you
would like to help call or e-mail Hull (482-6870) or Doc (280-3519). 

Here is a summary of some of the big changes for this year’s competition:

1. Through the generosity of our friend Ray Anderson, the 2005 Competition will be held at
ESTHER’S FOLLIES. (See - more chairs and more air conditioning)

2. 2. We will have ONLY two divisions – Senior (18 years old or older) and Junior (Less than
18 years old)

3. The Competition is scheduled for May 16, 2005.

4. A panel of knowledgeable judges will judge the acts using the T.A.O.M judging system and
award 1st and 2nd place trophies in each category.

5. All audience members will vote on a “People’s Choice”  award.

6. YOU MUST SUBMIT A COMPLETED APPLICATION BY FEB. 28, 2005. 

Mail or fax the completed application to:

Hull Youngblood
111 Congress Ave.
Suite 900
Austin, TX 78701
hyoungblood@hughesluce.com 
Tel. 512.482.6870
Fax. 512.482.6859
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Call Hull at 415-8918 or 482-6870 if you have any questions.  If you plan to compete, don’ t
wait. Send in your application NOW.  There are a limited number of performance spaces, and
they are filling up fast!
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the Society of American Magicians
Assembly 206, Austin, Texas.

Submissions are due the 25 th of the
previous month and should be sent to
Chris Walden,
cmwalden@mythmade.com.
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Rules of the Competition
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